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09/618,152 



Appiicant(s) 

USUKt ET AL. 
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TsH°™0 STATUTORY PER.OD FOR REPLY « SET TO EXP.RE 3 MONTH(S) PROM 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)H Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 April 2003 . 

Th' t' *s FINAL 2b )D This actl0n is non ~ final - 

Disp sition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) 1-3 and 5-21 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim® LZl is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-3.5-6 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing® filed on __ is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Exam ner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.35(a). 

1 1, D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Exammer. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 c 4 « a , > M nr m 

1 3 ) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of. 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 
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aDDlication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)) 
* See the Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14 ) D Acknowledgment is made ofaclaim for domestic priority under 3 5 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a prov,s,ona. appHcation). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional appHcafion has been rece^ 

1 5) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or . 

Attachment(s) , nt erview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) . 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) j-. (nfonna| paten , App |ication (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Rev.ew (PTCW48 LJ 

3 □ Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6) U Other. 
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1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1-3,5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
JP 08-036744 (Hitachi) for the reasons of record. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 10 April 2003 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive with respect to all rejections. 

The rejection under 35 USC 102 based upon Chen has been withdrawn in view 

of the amendment. 

Applicants traverse the rejection under 35 USC 103 based upon Hitachi since 
they assert that Hitachi does not disclose a flexible disk nor one having a hydrogen 
content in the range presently claimed. 

However the examiner points out that Hitachi discloses the use of substrates 
which may be rigid or flexible [0006] and is directed to solving problems common to 
both rigid and flexible magnetic disks [0003]. There is no demonstrated criticality in the 
specification with respect to the effect of rigidity-flexibility of a substrate. 

Furthermore, with respect to the hydrogen content Hitachi points out that the 
mechanical properties of the film may be regulated by the Hydrogen content [0005] 
which, as the examiner pointed out in the rejection influence the s P 2/s P 3 ratio and 
consequently hardness. While applicants have provided many specification examples 
and comparative examples, these appear to be of a much narrower scope than (and in 
a few cases inconsistent with) the present claims. If applicants elect to continue 
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prosecution the examiner suggests a comprehensive explanation of the results and the 
manner in which they are commensurate with any claims. 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

5. This application contains claims 7-21 drawn to an invention nonelected with 
traverse in Paper No. 4. A complete reply to the final rejection must include cancelation 
of nonelected daims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) See MPEP § 821 .01 . 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stevan A. Resan whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
4287. The examiner can normally be reached on Tues-Fri from 7:30AM to 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examined 
supervisor, Paul Thibodeau, can be reached on (703) 308-2367. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 305-771 8 

STEVAN A. RESAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



